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This article appeared in the June 1982 issue of Searing. The original introduction was: “Well, Iim
holding out a few secrets,” says the author, a famous cross-country record setter. Maybe so, but there’s
still a gold mine left in his article for the aspiring distance pilot.

v cross-country and why record flying? |
thought I would open this article with some of
my views on these questions. Why cross-coun-
try? The most obvious response is thar a soar-

ing pilot has to go cross-country to obtain his Silver Badge, then
to get his Gold Badge, and then some more in order to get his
Diamond Goal and Distance legs. Another answer would be
thart a glider pilor with any adventure in his bones will not long
be content to “flag-pole sit” over the airport.

Why record flying? This is not so easy to answer. We have to
start at the very beginning, even before we go cross-country.
Man, by his very nature, is competitive. This surfaces in us glid-
er pilots soon after solo. Just let another glider show up in your
thermal and you will instinctively try to compare your abiliries
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with his. If he is able to outclimb you, you might say something
like, “Maybe he knows something I don't know,” or maybe you
might tell yourself, “T've gotra work on this unril I can stay up
with that guy.” It won't be too long, however, undl you are not
satisfied to outclimb just him. You'll find you're content only
when you can ourclimb anybody who shows up. Then, one day
a stranger will appear and you'll find that he has a Diamond or
two. Perhaps you will be awed, but you'll also discover that you
can’t wait to see how you measure up to this newcomer. No
marter that you've not been 5 miles from the airport vet. From
such encounters you will learn and will continue to learn.
Maybe one day a champion or record-holder will arrive on your
scene and you will seek him out to see how you compare.
Perhaps you will be able to announce to your friends, or secretly
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